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E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: SHUM, PINS, RP 

SUBJECT: QUESTIONS ON AQUINO 

1 . HERE ARE MY RESPONSES TO THE THREE QUESTIONS YOU 
POSED ON AQUINO: 

A. IS AQUINO AWARE OF THE EFFORTS THE USG HAS BEEN 
MAKING IN HIS BEHALF? GENERALLY, YES. AS YOU KNOW, WE 
HAVE BEEN MAINTAINING REGULAR CONTACT WITH SUCH AQUINO 
ASSOCIATES AS SALONGA, RODRIGO AND ROXAS AS WELL AS 
WITH AQUINO'S WIFE AND MOTHER. DURING THESE CONTACTS 
WE HAVE ON MANY OCCASIONS DISCUSSED MATTERS RELATING TO 
AQUINO, HIS TRIAL, THE HARVARD OFFER, HIS IBP CANDIDACY, 
POSSIBLE RELEASE/EXILE. IN ADDITION THERE HAVE BEEN THE 
STATE DEPARTMENT S EXPRESSION OF "DISTURBANCE" WHEN THE 
DEATH SENTENCE WAS HANDED DOWN IN DECEMBER AS WELL AS 
PATT DERIAN'S PERSONAL VISIT TO HIM LAST MONTH. I AM 
CONFIDENT THAT THESE EXPRESSIONS OF INTEREST ON OUR 
PART HAVE NOT BEEN LOST ON AQUINO. WHILE HE MAY NOT BE 
PRIVY TO ALL OF THE DETAILS (E.G., YOUR DISCUSSIONS WITH 
MARCOS), HE IS CERTAINLY AWARE OF THE THRUST AND GENERAL 
OUTLINE OF OUR ACTIVITIES IN THIS REGARD. 
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B. IS AQUINO GRATEFUL FOR THESE USG EFFORTS? 

PERHAPS MARGINALLY SO. I SUSPECT THAT HE SEES OUR 
SUPPORT AS MORE HIS RIGHT THAN AS A FAVOR BY US. 

I DOUBT THAT HE VIEWS USG SUPPORT AS CRUCIAL IN HIS 
CASE. HE IS PROBABLY MORE GRATEFUL TO THE US MEDIA FOR 
BRINGING HIS CASE TO THE ATTENTION OF THE AMERICAN PUBLIC 
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AND GONCRESS. 

C. IF AQUINO IS RELEASED, WOULD HE LIKELY ADOPT 
AN ANTI-AMERCAN LINE IN THE CAMPAIGN? PROBABLY 
NOT TO ANY GREAT EXTENT (WHETHER OR NOT HE IS RELEASED). I WOULD 
BE SURPRISED IF WE COULD GO THROUGH THE ENTIRE CAMPAIGN 
WITHOUT SOME CRITICAL 

REFERENCE TO THE US BY THE OPPOSITION AND POSSIBLE ALSO 
BY THE ADMINISTRATION SIDE. ALREADY COLUMNIST VALENCIA 
IS SUGGESTING THAT THE OPPOSITION IS SUPPORTED BY THE 
USG, WHICH COULD STIMULATE AN AQUINO EFFORT TO PROVE 
HIS NATIONALIST CREDENTIALS. ANY SENSE OF GRATITUDE 
TO THE USG THAT AQUINO MIGHT HAVE WOULD NOT LIKELY 
DETER HIM FROM SPEAKING OUT AGAINST US POLICIES SHOULD 
HE DECIDE IT IN HIS INTEREST TO DO SO. BUT MY GUESS IS THAT HE 
WILL NOT MAKE US POLICIES A MAJOR 
CAMPAIGN ISSUE. GIVEN THE CURRENT SENTIMENT OF THE 
PHILIPPINE ELECTORATE, AN ANTI-US CAMPAIGN WOULD NOT 
SEEM TO PROFIT AQUINO. FROM WHAT WE KNOW, THE 
OPPOSITION'S FOCUS WILL BE PRIMARILY DOMESTIC- MARTIAL 
LAW AND PERHAPS CORRUPTION. 

2. PLEASE NOTE EA ONLY CAPTION. 
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